
QUOTES | GAME 15
NO. 9 GEORGIA TECH 9, NO. 6 MARYLAND 4

MARYLAND

THE MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Maryland.  Head Coach John Szefc and student athlete Anthony Papio.  We’ll 
take comments from Coach, first. 
 COACH SZEFC:  Obviously not the result we were looking for and it’s kind of a pretty disappointing day in general for 
our guys and for the program. 
 Tough one to deal with, but, you know, the other side of the coin as I tried to explain to our guys, as tough as this 
one is, tomorrow we will be sitting in a restaurant in College Park hopefully getting a good feel as to where we might be 
playing next weekend in the NCAA Tournament.  That’s been kind of a goal for us for a long time, since I got here.  Certainly 
since a lot of these other guys have been here well before I got here. 
 It’s kind of a tough day, but one that hopefully tomorrow at this time we will be able to clearly put behind us and look 
toward next weekend.  I explained to our guys it’s difficult to win an 18 team tournament, no less a 10 team tournament, no 
less a 10 team tournament with the people that were in this tournament. 
 So I think this tournament, as unfortunate as it ended for us, has prepared us for the NCAA Tournament and we 
certainly look forward to that next weekend. 

 Q.  Do you think it was similar from yesterday in that the team came back unrested and the bullpen surrendered a lot 
of runs in the late innings? 
 COACH SZEFC:  Yeah, it is. 

 Q.  Do you think this is a result of the bullpen? 
 COACH SZEFC:  I don’t know, our bullpen has been pretty good all year, and I cant knock our bullpen.  Unfortunately 
it wasn’t there today, but we wouldn’t be here at this point if it wasn’t for those guys down there that have done a very good 
job.  That’s the way unfortunately in baseball sometimes your pen    normally if you’re having a successful season, your bullpen 
is probably going to be pretty successful 75, 80% of the time.  Unfortunately here it just didn’t happen.  I don’t know if it was 
because of the layoff we had or whatever but that’s just the way it went. 

 Q.  You took your shots obviously the past two games but, talk about the tournament as a whole. 
 COACH SZEFC:  Coming here after an 8 day layoff playing against these kind of people, let’s be honest.  You never 
want to get in a Championship game and lose.  This is the first time as a head coach I’ve lost a Championship    well, first time 
since 1998, which God knows my kids weren’t even born there for Christ’s sake, and you don’t want to get here and lose the 
game, but unfortunately somebody’s got to lose.  Hopefully we will get something out of this, and I think we have a chance to 
do well in the NCAA regional coming out of this tournament and I think the tournament was run very, very well by the ACC. 
 People were very professional and it was a great week for our guys, and our program in general, families.  Outside of 
not winning this thing, I have no regrets whatsoever about coming down here.  Our program grew by leaps and bounds this 
week. 

 Q.  Anthony, this is the first time Maryland has been in the postseason since 2005.  Obviously it’s a hard fought game.  
What do you think you guys learned about the batting order going into postseason? 
 ANTHONY PAPIO:  Obviously we got to see a lot of good arms, and I think that will help us out going down the road. 
 The teams we played this week are as good if not better than the teams we’re going to face next weekend in the 
regional, so I think just the experience of that helped us out a lot and I think that’s going to make us better moving forward. 

 Q.  Going back to the bullpen for a second, what was the thinking in bringing in    in the 7th inning, because it’s 
usually earlier   
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 COACH SZEFC:  You’re talking about a Championship game here you know.  We brought him in in that spot because 
he’s been our best guy on the back end and I think we will continue to do that.  If you got a Cadillac down in the bullpen you 
bring the Cadillac into the game.  I can sleep well knowing we brought our Cadillac into the game.  And also with a guy on 
third base, you’re in need of a strikeout there and he had swing and miss stuff and their guy did a good job of putting the ball 
in play and tying it up with that sacrifice play but I would do it a million times the same way if we had a chance to do it again. 

 Q.  Coach, what are you going to miss most about the ACC? 
 COACH SZEFC:  We will miss the competition.  There are good teams in this league, really good coaches that I 
consider friends of mine that I really respect.  Not saying we won’t get that in the Big 10 because I think we will, but there are 
special programs in this league, special baseball programs in this league, special coaches and the programs and teams, and I 
think we will miss that.  I think any baseball coach would tell you that, and if he didn’t, he will be lying. 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, all.
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GEORGIA TECH 

THE MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Georgia Tech Coach, Danny Hall, and student athletes A.J. Murray, Thomas 
Smith and Dusty Isaacs to the interview room.  We’ll take comments from Coach, first. 
 COACH HALL:  I would like to just first, start out thanking Greensboro for just    we won this thing here two years 
now and I think they’ve gone an awesome job of hosting.  From the People here that, you know, run this stadium, run the pro 
team here to the grounds keeper to the laundry guy.  We have two excellent hosts that kinda just take tremendous care of us. 
 I want to first off just tip my hat to them, tip my hat to the ACC for running just a great tournament and making sure 
we have everything we need. 
 Then tip my hat to these guys to my left for just an awesome run of coming in as a 9 seed, having to go into a play in 
game, the first time in the history of the ACC game we’ve had a play in game to get in the ACC Tournament and that game 
could have gone either way, but we fought our way in to beat Wake.  Then we went on a great run.  Duke beat us, but I 
think that can happen anyplace, anytime in this league.  The 10 teams that made it here are 10 great teams.  Getting into the 
Championship round is the hardest thing.  Once you get there, if you play well you got a chance to win and they played their 
hearts out the whole week from pitching, to playing defense, to getting timely hits. 
 We sit here today as the Champions so very proud of them. 

 Q.  Coach, how do you compare this to the one two years ago?  Similar team?  Similar come back? 
 COACH HALL:  Different in that the team two years ago just got on a big roll.  We got into the ACC Tournament on 
the last day.  I think we beat Miami at home and that put us in and then we got here and Jake Davies got hot and we rode 
him to the Championship.  To me this is more of a team win of a lot of different guys playing well, contributing, believing in 
each other, you know, we play a lot of freshmen, we started our first series out here against Wake and lost two out of three at 
home, had our No. 1 and No. 2 pitcher go down for the year so Jason Howell did a great job of reshuffling and reorganizing 
our pitching staff from that point toward. 
 We had some big series wins here and we came in thinking we could play with the good teams and I think we proved 
that.  When we play well, we got a chance to beat anybody. 

 Q.  A.J. you were 3 of 4 with 3 RBIs and a run.  Talk about how much it means to you to be able to contribute as 
much as you did in this Championship?
 A.J. MURRAY:  Feels great.  Earlier in the tournament my teammates were picking me up when I wasn’t coming up in 
big spots and so it was great to contribute and get a win today. 

 Q.  Coach, what does it mean to come in here    you weren’t expected to win, nobody would have taken a second 
look.  You guys took care of business.  What does that mean to you? 
 COACH HALL:  It’s very satisfying and can’t say enough about my guys here.  They believed, they made it happen and, 
you know, as long as they believe, we have a chance to do well against just about anybody. 

 Q.  Did you feel you had to win this to get into the NCAAs?  Or did you talk about it? 
 COACH HALL:  Oh, we talked about it.  (Laughter.)  No, I’ll be honest, I felt like we had a good RPI, a good strength 
of schedule.  I wish instead of under .500 in the regular season we were over .500 because I know that’s important.  I knew 
we had won some big series.  The only time I mentioned it is prior to playing Clemson, at batting practice, and I felt like 
the guys felt they were in the tournament and I told them we were not in the tournament.  And I told them if they beat 
Clemson, we could end up in the Championship game and that happened, thanks to Miami, and I said if you beat Clemson, 
you’re going to put yourselves in the NCAA Tournament, so we were able to do that.  Today we are in because we won the 
Championship.  That’s the way to do it, when you’re the 9th seed, take all the doubt out of it and win the Tournament, you’re 
in. 

 Q.  Thomas, what were you thinking when you were down? 
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 THOMAS SMITH:  I think it was still positive.  We still had plenty of time in the game to score some runs and it shows 
that our team put forth effort and made the come back and answer when we needed to. 

 Q.  Dusty, talk about the M.V.P. award and how much it means to you to put the team on your back and help carry 
them through the tournament. 
 DUSTY ISAACS:  It’s obviously a great honor, but, I mean, I feel like    I shouldn’t say I “lucked” into it, but I was put 
in some situations where it allowed me to be successful.  I threw a couple of innings the first two games and then by default I 
kinda got a start yesterday.  I’m just trying to go out there and make the best pitches I can, and I know if I can put up as many 
zeros for as long as I can.  The offense is going to be there, we’re always going to hit.  So it’s a great personal award but I’m 
proud of the team as a whole the way we fought and played pretty consistent for five days I guess now.  Really, really proud of 
the guys, especially the young guys who have never been here before. 
 I think anytime    like Coach said, anytime we believe and play together    we’re going to make mistakes but as long 
as we play as hard as we can and we give 110%, I’ll take our chances more times than not. 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you. 
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